
NATIONAL FILM BOARD



OUTLINE

• What is National Film Board (NFB)?

• Creating a free account

• Commenting on videos

• Creating a playlist

• Sharing videos

• Searching for videos

• Browsing for videos

• Finding similar videos

• Watching on mobile devices

• Using Campus

• References
2



WHAT IS NATIONAL FILM BOARD (NFB)?

• National Film Board features over 3000 streaming videos of 
documentaries, animations, experimental films, fiction, and interactive 
works (NFB, n.d.). Most streaming videos are free, but to own a copy 
there is a small downloading or rental fee.
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CREATING A FREE ACCOUNT

• Creating an account enables commenting and 
sharing films, and creating a playlist

1. To create an account, click on ‘Become a 
Member” at the top right corner

2. Enter an email and password.

3. Click the link in the confirmation email sent to your 
email as shown
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COMMENTING ON VIDEOS

• As long you are signed in (see Creating a free account), you can post 
comments at the bottom of the video

• To change your display name, click ‘modify’ next to you username. 
Type in the new display name and click save. Then you will be 
directed back to posting a comment.
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CREATING A PLAYLIST

• Creating a playlist requires signing into your account (See Creating a 
free account)

• To add a video to a playlist, click on the clock icon   at the bottom 
right corner of a video thumbnail or below a video’s description

• Then click “Add to Playlist” and click done after the video was 
successfully added to the playlist
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• To view your playlist click “Playlist” 

on the left-hand margin above 

‘sign out’



SHARING VIDEOS

• Share the streaming video link on Twitter, Facebook, and Google. The 
social media icons found below each video.

• Embed videos on your website or Moodle class by clicking on ‘</>’ 
and copying and pasting the code in an HTML editor
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SEARCHING FOR VIDEOS

• Click on the search bar on the left hand margin:

• Click on ‘Find a Film’ search box and start typing, and suggestions will 
populate below:
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BROWSING FOR VIDEOS

• On the search page (select the search tab on the left margin), there are 6 
options to explore videos: “Titles, Directors, Channels, Playlist, etc.”

• If exploring in Titles, select the different pull-down menu options, and use the 
sliders to change the video's year of publication or video length.
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BROWSING FOR VIDEOS

• Under the search option, there are options to 
browse for films, documentaries, animations, 
interactive videos, and education.

• Interactive videos are built with buttons and 
scrolling navigations that move the user through 
the video.
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FINDING SIMILAR VIDEOS

• Below each video is a “SEE ALSO” section that contains subject terms 
to find similar videos. Clicking on any search term starts a new search.

• Scroll down to “RELATED FILMS” of each video for similar videos.
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WATCHING ON MOBILE DEVICES

• Download NFB app to watch on the go for free:

• iPhone and iPad: https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/nfb-films-for-
ipad/id378813687?mt=8

• Android devices: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nitobi.nfb&hl=en
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USING CAMPUS

• Our library has subscribed to Campus meaning more videos for 
students and staff to access.

• Most campus videos are in the Education tab on the left margin

• Campus videos are identifiable with the following campus icons:

• Scroll down the Education page for Teacher Resources for study 
guides, live webinars, learning bundles, and interactive productions 
and apps
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Study guides are downloadable 

PDF documents that contain 

synopsis of the video and 

discussion questions.
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